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THE DESIGNS
OF YOSHIDA SHOYA

Imagining the Future with the New Mingei Movement

Nearly a century has passed since Yanagi Muneyoshi and his
colleagues first articulated the ideals of mingei (folk craft), and the
movement gradually took root across Japan among those drawn to its
spirit. Today, mingei is firmly established as a term and continues to
spark fresh interest as a lens through which to reflect on how we live.
This exhibition sheds light on Yoshida Shoya (1898-1972), a physician
from Tottori and a contemporary of Yanagi, who, while extending his
ideas, developed a pioneering movement in everyday culture.

Although Yoshida’s primary profession was an otolaryngologist, he
became a vital catalyst for mingei, acting as a project producer who
involved himself in creating new designs and shaping the networks
that enabled production, distribution, and sales. After opening his
clinic in Tottori in 1931, he worked closely with local craftspeople
across fields, including ceramics, woodwork, metalwork, dyeing and
weaving, and Japanese paper, to develop and promote prototypes
for “shinsaku mingei (newly created folk crafts by contemporary
craftspeople),” as exemplified by the revival of Ushinoto ware in his
hometown. Based on the aesthetic standards advanced by Yanagi,
Yoshida’s New Mingei Movement, which aimed to design daily
necessities suited to modern life from the foundations of traditional
handcraft, was realized through the Takumi Folk Crafts Shop as

a sales base and the Tottori Folk Crafts Museum for exhibiting

his collection, and went on to encompass the conservation of the
region’s natural environment and cultural assets, including the
Tottori Sand Dunes and Jinpukaku.

Through approximately 300 works and related materials, including
pieces for which Yoshida himself devised the designs, this exhibition
traces the course and essence of the New Mingei Movement he
pursued. Visitors can also enjoy partial reconstructions of the Former
Yoshida Clinic and the Former Yoshida Shoya Residence, architectural
spaces where his practice of mingei continues to resonate.

[Admission feel

Adults: ¥1,200 (¥1,000)

Visitors aged 65 or over carrying proof of age: ¥1,100 (¥900)
Students (High school and College): ¥700 (¥500)

Admission is free for children in middle school or younger.

*Prices in parentheses are for tickets purchased on the Museum website, valid
October 15 - November 27. *Admission is free for disability passbook / Mirairo ID
holders and up to one accompanying adult.

OTime-specific reservations will be required for visits on Saturdays, Sundays, and
national holidays from November 28 to December 20. (No reservations will be required
for weekday visits.)

Visitors without reservations may be admitted on these days if there is an opening in
one of the time slots. However, please note that this rule may be changed to avoid
crowding. For the latest information, visit the Museum website.

I Sticker Giveaway

During the exhibition period, stickers will be given to visitors on dates that include
the number 4 (excluding museum closed days), in honor of the name Yoshida Shoya,
in which “yo” and “shi” denote the number four in Japanese. The first 200 visitors
each day will receive a sticker. Dates: On October 24, November 14 and 24, and
December 4 and 14

[Concurrent Exhibition]
The Rouault Gallery exhibits works by Georges Rouault from the museum collection.
Visitors are welcome to visit the gallery as well.

[Upcoming Exhibition]
At Home with Gustavsberg 2027.1.16.Sat - 3.22.Mon

Front. Examination Chair for Patients, designed by Yoshida Shoya in 1952, Private Collection 1. Examination Chair for Doctor,
designed by Yoshida Shoya in 1952, Private Collection 2. Cotton Night Wear, orange blossom resist pattern, Tottori Prefecture,
18-19c, Tottori Folk Crafts Museum 3. Lamp Stand with Round Shade, Torao Masaji, designed by Yoshida Shoya in the later
half of 1930s, Tottori Folk Crafts Museum 4. Bamboo Shoulder Bag, designed by Yoshida Shoya in the first half of 1950s,

Private Collection 5. Adam magazine, Year 2, No. 1, edited by Kakinuma (Shikiba) Ryuzaburo, cover design by Kishida Ryusei,

published by Adam-sha, February 1920, Tottori Folk Crafts Museum 6. Niniguri Neckties, Yoshida Satoyo et al., designed by
Yoshida Shoya in 1931, Tottori Folk Crafts Museum 7. Bread Cutting Board, Myoga Sadaiji, Fruit Knife, Bread Knife, Kurata
Nobuo, designed by Yoshida Shoya in the first half of 1950s, Tottori Folk Craft Museum 8. The Temple of Heaven, Bernard
Leach, etching, 1916, Private Collection © The Bernard Leach Family. All rights reserved, DACS & JASPAR 2026 E6379
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Panasonic Shiodome Museum of Art

4th Floor, Panasonic Tokyo Shiodome Bldg., 1-5-1 Higashi-Shimbashi, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 105-8301 Inquiries: +81-(0)50-5541-8600
https://panasonic.co.jp/ew/museum/en/

[Access] ¢8-minute walk from JR Shimbashi Station ¢6-minute walk from
Shimbashi Station of Tokyo Metro Ginza Line, Asakusa Line, and Yurikamome Line
¢ 5-minute walk from Oedo Line Shiodome Station
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